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MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR FEBRUARY 25, 2022  

 
 

 

Charter Review Commission 

The first meeting of the 2022 Charter Review Commission was held at City Hall this 
week.  
 
Under Article XIII of the Independence City Charter, a Charter Review Commission is 
appointed every four years to review and recommend to Council any alterations, 
revisions, and amendments to the Charter that it deems advisable.   
 
The Commission consists of eleven members. Each member of Council and the Finance 
Director appoint one member, and the Mayor appoints three, one of whom must be a 
Council member.   
 
The goal is a comprehensive review of the Charter, focusing on areas where the 
Commission determines amendments, additions, or deletions may be warranted.  
 
I want to thank each resident who will be serving our City in this vital role: 
 

Councilperson Chris Walchanowicz  Chris Mudra 
Craig Belec      Noelle Ostrowski 
Brad Chelko      Deena Rini, Chairperson  
Debra Cooper     Kenn Synek, Vice Chairperson 
Dayna DePerro Milligan     Chad Vancure 
Tim Lesh  

 
The Commission will have regular public meetings to discuss the City Charter, and they 
will submit all recommendations to Council by May 5.  Afterward, Council will have 
thirty days to meet with the Commission to review and discuss its recommendations.   
 
Council will determine which recommendations (as presented or amended) should be 
placed on the November ballot for a vote by residents.  
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Mutual Aid 

 

The Independence Fire Department provided aid to the City of 

Brooklyn on February 16 when a fire broke out at the Hampton Inn 

Hotel.  The IFD aerial ladder was used to put out hot spots on the roof 

of the hotel.  Everyone escaped the hotel without injury, and the cause 

remains under investigation.   

 

Three days later, the IFD provided aid to the Parma Fire Department when they 

responded to a fire that was intentionally set at St. Anthony of Padua Elementary 

School.  The fire caused an estimated $1 million in damages.    

 

 

 

NFP Moves Into New Offices  

NFP. a leading insurance broker and consultant providing 

property and casualty (P&C), corporate benefits, retirement, 

and individual solutions moved into their new office on 

6450 Rockside Woods Blvd., South, on February 7. The 

company has more than 6,600 global employees 

 

NFP combined its P&C and employee benefits businesses into the new office space. 

Previously, the two businesses maintained separate offices in the Cleveland area.  

“This exciting move reflects the health of our business and the strength of our 

commitment to Northeast Ohio,” said Jim Dustin, NFP’s managing director.  

Edward A. Erbach of Cleveland’s Erbach Waddell Architects designed the 6,601 square 

foot modern open space, including private offices, a Teknion glass wall system, 

collaborative team spaces, a wellness room (for nursing mothers), and a kitchen. The 

space also has reservable workspaces to support the company’s blended workplace 

program and employees who have a hybrid work model.  

 

NFP donated furniture from the previous offices to several nonprofits, including The 

Edna House for Women, The Autism Society of Greater Cleveland, S.T.A.R. Camp, and 

Goodwill.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://nfp.com/
http://www.erbachwaddell.com/
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Saucy Brew Works  

Saucy Brew Works co-founder and CEO Brent Zimmerman has informed the City that 

the company has decided not to build a new Brewpub and Coffeehouse on Rockside 

Woods Blvd., North. The original plans were approved in 2019.   

The influence of COVID-19 and increasing construction costs shifted the company’s 

strategy.  Mr. Zimmerman said the company changed course after becoming aware of an 

unexpected opportunity to acquire space adjacent to their existing facility in Cleveland. 

According to Zimmerman, the decision to expand would save the company 

approximately $4 million in new construction costs. 

 

 

NEORSD Discounts 

The Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District (NEORSD) 

wants people to know that they may qualify for a lower bill 

or one-time relief payment. NEORSD offers numerous cost-

saving programs: 

• Summer Sprinkling discount bases your summer rate on your winter water usage.  

• Homestead discount of 40% 

• Affordability discount of 40% 

• Sewer and plumbing assistance 

• Crisis assistance for one-time relief up to $300 

• Stormwater fee credits 

There are also State and Federal dollars available for utility assistance. To learn more 

and find out if you qualify, call: NEORSD Customer Service | 216.881.8247 

 

 

Weekly Finance Report  

Finance Director Vern Blaze’s Weekly Update for February 25, 2022.  

 

 
 
 
Twosday 2022 
Last Tuesday’s extremely rare date of 2/22/22 was a palindrome, meaning it 
reads the same forward and backward. It also fell on a Tuesday, which this week 
became Twosday.  

https://www.independenceohio.org/departments/finance/finance_report_-_weekly_.php#outer-822
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Students and staff at Independence Primary School turned the day into a celebration 

and an opportunity to give back.  

Everyone was invited to dress up in their best ties, tiaras, and tutus and donate TWO 

canned food items to the St. Michael Independence food pantry.  Well done! 

 

 

Jr. Snowplow Drivers?  

Independence High School students Charlie McGreal and Braden 

Flynn wanted to become junior snowplow drivers on Thursday 

night when they heard a rumor that Friday could potentially be a 

snow day.  They told Superintendent Ben Hegedish they wanted 

to make sure the roads were safe for morning commuters.  

 

Their dreams of operating a plow were dashed, but they did get a 

memorable selfie.  
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Lantern Parade 
Canalway Partners is hosting the Towpath Trail 
Lantern Parade on March 12 at 6:30 PM to 
celebrate light, creativity, sustainability and welcome 
spring to the banks of the Cuyahoga River.  

The parade will start and end at Sokolowski’s Overlook 

with a 1.6-mile roundtrip along the Towpath Trail. There will be free parking across the 

street at 1429 Abby Avenue.  

This spring forward stroll will feature local artists displaying illuminated art made from 

recycled materials. Make your own lantern from recycled materials and a battery-

powered light!  Registration for the parade is encouraged but not required. You can find 

more information about the parade and lantern-making workshops on March 5 here.   

 
 
Black History Month 
 

Since 1976, every U.S. president has officially 
designated the month of February as Black 
History Month. 
 
The second grade Afterschool counselors put 

together the bulletin board in their room to 

teach the students about and celebrate the 

achievements of African Americans throughout 

history such as Justice Thurgood Marshall, NBA 

All Star Michael Jordan and Grammy Award 

winner and Rock Hall inductee Jay Z.   

 
 
 
 
 
St. Michael Fish Fry 

St. Michael Church has announced that they will be 

hosting a Lenten Fish Fry every Friday starting March 4 

through April 8 from 4-7 PM. There will not be a fish fry 

on Good Friday, April 15.   

Diners can eat in or get carryout, and all COVID-19 protocols will be in place.  Guests 

will have a choice of: 

https://canalwaypartners.com/events/lantern-parade/
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Baked or Fried Cod OR Shrimp OR Pierogis  

French Fries or Baked Potato 

Fresh Cole Slaw or Applesauce or Fruit Cup 

Rolls & Butter, a beverage and condiments are included.  

Desserts will be available for purchase 

 

Adult dinners at $12, and children’s meals are $6.  For more information, contact Gary 

Mann at 216.272.0220. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you know someone who would like to subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Updates, 

please ask them to email their name to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org 

mailto:CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org

